
World Media covers Iranian President’s visit to Sri Lanka 
 
The Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad arrived in Sri Lanka on 29th April 2008 on the 
second leg of his tour of South Asia. The world media covered this important event and given 
below are some of the reports published on the Internet. 
�

PressTV 
 
http://www.presstv.ir/detail.aspx?id=53589&sectionid=351020101 
 

 
Sri Lanka lauds Ahmadinejad visit  
Tue, 29 Apr 2008 10:58:47  
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Iranian and Sri Lankan presidents at a press conference in Colombo 
 
The Sri Lankan president has termed President Mahmo ud Ahmadinejad's visit to his country a 
turning point in Tehran-Colombo relations.  
 
Mahinda Rajapaksa made the remark at a joint press conference with the visiting Iranian president, 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, in Colombo Monday evening.  
 
The Sri Lankan president termed Ahmadinejad's visit to Sri Lanka a turning point in Tehran-Colombo 
relations, saying that the people of Sri-Lanka would benefit enormously from the growing bilateral ties.  
 
Pointing to the steep rise of oil prices, Rajapaksa described Iran's contribution to the construction of a 
refinery and a hydroelectric power plant in his country as very important.  
 
President Ahmadinejad, for his part, referred to Tehran-Colombo relations as good and strong and called 
for further expansion of bilateral ties.  
 
He referred to the two countries' cultural commonalities and noted that Iran and Sri Lanka share an 
enormous potential for cooperation in all fields.  
 
"Cultural, political and economic cooperation between independent countries is to the benefit of their 
peoples," he added.  
 
The Iranian president assessed his Sri Lankan counterpart's visit to Tehran last year as a great step 
toward expanding mutual ties and stressed the strong will of the two countries to continue their cooperation 
in regional and international arenas.  
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Asian Tribune 
 
http://www.asiantribune.com/?q=node/10813 
 

Red Carpet Welcome for Iranian President in Sri Lanka 
Tue, 2008-04-29 06:07  
Sunil C. Perera and Chithralal Jayasinghe in Colombo 
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Colombo, 29 April, (Asiantribune.com):  Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad arrived at the 
Bandaranaike International Air Port around 7.30 pm local time on a two-day state visit.  
 
He was welcomed at the International Airport by Sri Lanka President Mahinda Rajapaksa. The Navy 
accorded a Guard of honor by offering 21 gun salutes to the visiting President.  
 
Iranian President headed a high ranking delegation which included Foreign Minister Manouchehr Mottaki, 
Commerce Minister Mir Kazemi, Deputy Petroleum Minister Ali Kordan, Deputy Power Minister Dr. Rasool 
Zagar, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs for Asia and Pacific Seyyed Mohammad Ali Hosseni and General 
Abdol Ali Najafi, Chief of Security. 
 
Later, Iran and Sri Lanka signed five Memorandums of Understanding on Monday. The MoUs on 
establishment of Iranian Club in Sri Lanka, Creating a consultation body between the two countries, 
developing production capacity of an oil refinery, financing a dam project and a hydroelectric power plant, 
cooperation on executing aforementioned projects were signed by officials of the two countries in the 
presence of the two presidents.  
 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and his counterpart President Mahinda Rajapaksa after the signing 
ceremony attended a joint press conference.  
 
President Rajapaksa addressing journalists at a press conference said that Iranian economic aid was most 
opportune and timely for the people of Sri Lanka in an era where irrigation for cultivation was of paramount 
importance. 
 
President Ahmadinejad pointed out that there had been a constructive dialog for the betterment and 
economic prosperity of the two countries whose cooperation has been increasing, and has the capacity to 
increase further. 
 



The main focus of the Iranian President's visit would be the inauguration of the US$ 450 million multi-
purpose Uma Oya irrigation project in Wellawaya today.   
 
The other major project due to be inaugurated today is the oil refinery which is due to be expanded in the 
outskirts of Colombo. It is expected to make Sri Lanka self-sufficient in Aviation fuel and tar. The project 
will increase the daily output capacity of 50,000 barrels to 150,000 barrels of refined oil.  
 
Both the projects worth over US dollars 1.9 billion which are funded by Iran as a result of President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa's State visit to Iran in November last year.  
 

        
 
 

 

     
Iran and Sri Lanka Presidents (Pixs - Sudath Silva) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Asian Tribune 
 

http://www.asiantribune.com/?q=node/10815 
 

Sri Lanka Toes Indian Line on Iran: Sri Lanka Supports Iran’s 
Peaceful Use of Nuclear Energy 

Tue, 2008-04-29 13:46  

� � � � �

At the press conference: Iran - Sri Lanka leaders  
Daya Gamage – US Bureau Asian Tribune – A News Analysis 

 

Washington, D.C. 29 April (Asiantribune.com): Iranian news agency, Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA), reported yesterday quoting Sri Lanka’s president Mahinda Rajapaksa that he “expressed his 
country's opposition to sending Iran's nuclear dossier to the UN Security Council and said Colombo 
supports Iran's right to use peaceful nuclear energy.” 

This statement is in the heat of the Indian Foreign Ministry statement last week snubbing the U.S. State 
Department pronouncement on Monday 21 April by its spokesman Tom Casey that Indian Government or 
any government that was engaging with the Iranian, including with President Ahmadinejad, “would call on 
him to meet the requirements that the (UN) Security Council and the international community has placed 
on him in terms of suspending their uranium enrichment activities and complying with the other 
requirements regarding their nuclear program.” 

In a very unusual statement by its Foreign Ministry, India totally rejected the conditions placed by the 
United States at April 21 State Department briefing that New Delhi should urge Iran to curtail its nuclear 
program during a visit by President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on April 29. 

And in apparent reference to comments from US State Department spokesman Tom Casey, the Indian 
statement added: "Both nations are perfectly capable of managing all aspects of their relationship with the 
appropriate degree of care and attention.” 

"Neither country needs any guidance on the future conduct of bilateral relations", a clear snub to 
Washington who generally dictates terms and conditions on other countries how to conduct their business.  

It is in the heat of this political line taken by New Delhi that Sri Lanka president Mahinda Rajapaksa 
“expressed his country's opposition to sending Iran's nuclear dossier to the UN Security Council and said 
Colombo supports Iran's right to use peaceful nuclear energy.” 

Very indirect way, Sri Lanka too has to the West that "Neither country needs any guidance on the future 
conduct of bilateral relations". 

Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is on an official tour in Sri Lanka now and will leave for New 
Delhi on Wednesday for talks with the Indian leaders.  

 



IRNA  

Iran-Sri Lanka presidents underscore expansion of ties 
Colombo, April 29, IRNA  
�

      

    Iranian President  

 
President Ahmadinejad and his Sri Lankan counterpart president Mahinda Rajapaksa presided Iran-Sri 
Lanka talks here Monday and underscored expansion of ties.  

The two presidents after holding a one-hour private talk, attended the senior officials negotiation and 
expressed both countries' intention for developing and consolidating bilateral relations.  

Expressing pleasure over executing former agreements, Ahmadinejad said Iran-Sri Lanka has a clear 
outlook for developing ties and added there is no obstacle for expansion of relations between the two 
countries.  

Referring to the latest world developments, President Ahmadinejad noted that independent countries like 
Iran and Sri Lanka should be able to cooperate with each other to have a positive affect on current 
situation.  

The president continued sustainable security can be achieved under a sustainable progress and justice.  

He also praised Sri Lankan support for Palestine and added, "Nowadays, the Palestinian issue has turned 
into a criterion for defending democracy, human rights and the right of nations to determine their fate." 

 The Sri Lankan president also presented a report on his country's developing program and fight against 
terrorism and expressed his appreciation on Iran's help during Tsunami disaster.  

He also said the results of joint investment between the two countries to build a refinery and dam and 
hydroelectric power plant caused acceleration of progress and development in Sri Lanka and added 
Colombo appreciated Tehran's cultural and educational assistance and also its international cooperation in 
the world bodies.  

Rajapaksa expressed his country's opposition to sending Iran's nuclear dossier to the UN Security Council 
and said Colombo supports Iran's right to use peaceful nuclear energy.  

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad heading a high ranking delegation arrived in Colombo on Monday 
afternoon. 
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Visiting Iranian President Hails Ties with Sri Lanka (Lead)  
Tuesday 29th of April 2008 

�
Hailing the bilateral ties with Sri Lanka, visiting Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has expressed 
his country's commitment 'to protect the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the island nation', officials 
said Tuesday. 
 
'Iran and Sri Lanka were committed to protecting the sovereignty and territorial integrity of each other, and 
it was very clear that cooperation in the political, economic, and cultural spheres between Sri Lanka and 
Iran would benefit both countries and also help in strengthening regional cooperation,' Sri Lankan 
President Mahinda Rajapaksa's office quoted Ahmadinejad as saying. 
 
'We are seeking justice and fair play in the world and Sri Lanka and Iran have agreed to cooperate in all 
spheres for the mutual benefit of each other,' said the Iranian president. 
 
Amidst tight security, the Iranian president arrived in Colombo Monday evening from Pakistan on a two-
day visit and was accorded a red carpet welcome by his Sri Lankan counterpart. 
 
Six bilateral agreements for a range of political, economic and cultural cooperation were inked between the 
two countries Monday night in Colombo, before the two presidents held one-to-one discussions for 45 
minutes. 
 
According to official sources, the agreements included the 'establishment of a political consultative 
mechanism between the two countries, Iranian development assistance to Sri Lanka and agreements on 
financial assistance for the expansion and modernising of the Sapugaskanda oil refinery and the $450-
million Uma Oya hydropower project at Wellawaya'. 
 
After signing the agreements, Ahmadinejad said: 'Since the Islamic revolution, Iran has made great stride 
in the scientific and technical spheres and was ready to share the benefits of these achievements with its 
friends, including Sri Lanka.'  
 
Although, Ahmadinejad was scheduled to inaugurate the Tehran-funded hydropower project at Wellawaya 
in the Moneragala district early Tuesday, officials said it was cancelled due to bad weather. 
 
It was later inaugurated by top members of the Iranian presidential delegation in the presence of Sri 
Lankan Prime Minister Ratnasiri Wickramanayake. 
 
The Iranian president, accompanied by his Sri Lankan counterpart, however, attended the launch of the 
Sapugaskanda oil refinery modernising project here.  
 
Ahmadinejad is scheduled to leave Colombo Tuesday noon for India on the next leg of his south Asia visit. 

 

 

 



AFP 
http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5gysQj_ea8Vj1Z6qlN-NcG6DBbUCQ 

 

Iranian president launches energy project in Sri Lanka 
 
COLOMBO (AFP) — Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on Tuesday launched a 1.2-billion-dollar 
project largely funded by Tehran to upgrade Sri Lanka's sole oil refinery, officials said. 
 
Ahmadinejad and Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapakse planted an ebony sapling to launch work at 
the Sapugaskande refinery, just outside the capital Colombo. 
 
The four-year upgrade will triple Sri Lanka's refinery capacity to 150,000 barrels per day from the current 
50,000 barrels. 
 
Iran, which supplies 70 percent of Sri Lanka's oil needs, has agreed to pay for 700-million-dollars of the 
upgrade, petroleum minister A.H.M. Fowzie said at the ceremony. 
 
He said it would make Sri Lanka self-sufficient in aviation fuel and tar. 
 
Bad weather, however, prevented the Iranian leader from inaugurating the Tehran-funded 450-million-
dollar Uma Oya irrigation project in Wellawaya, south-east of Colombo. 
 
Work on the hydro power project was instead launched by Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ratnasiri 
Wickremanayake and senior officials from the visiting 15-member Iranian delegation. 
 
Once completed in four years, the hydro power project will add 100 megawatts to the national grid, officials 
said. 
 
Ahmadinejad, who flew to Sri Lanka from Pakistan on Monday, did not meet the press, but Rajapakse's 
office said the Iranian president was keen to strengthen political, economic and culture ties. 
 
"Iran had made great strides in the scientific and technical spheres and was ready to share the benefits of 
these achievements with its friends," Rajapakse's office said quoting Ahmadinejad. 
 
Colombo has touted Ahmadinejad's visit as an important step in cementing closer ties between both 
countries, and media here welcomed Ahmadinejad's visit as a new chapter in bilateral relations. 
 
Ahmadinejad was to leave Sri Lanka later Tuesday for India.  
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Iran boosts Sri Lankan refinery  
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has inaugurated a project to boost Sri 
Lanka's oil refining capacity during a brief visit to the country.  
 
Mr. Ahmadinejad said boosting ties between Tehran and Colombo would help peace and stability in 
the region.  
 
Iran is emerging as a major economic donor in Sri Lanka which is under pressure on human rights 
issues as war has resumed with the Tamil Tigers.  
 
Mr. Ahmadinejad held talks in Pakistan on Monday and is heading on to India.  
 
'Fair play'  
 
Sri Lanka's government has hailed Mr Ahmadinejad's visit as cementing relations with Iran.  
 
The capital is festooned with flags, and bill boards proclaiming "Traditional Asian Solidarity".  
 
During his short visit President Ahmadinejad toured development projects which Iran is helping to 
fund.  
 
He held talks with his counterpart, Mahinda Rajapaksa, and signed a number of economic accords.  
 
"We are seeking justice and fair play in the world and Sri Lanka and Iran have agreed to co-operate 
in all spheres for the mutual benefit of each other," the Iranian president told reporters.  
 
Iran has already agreed soft loans and grants of $1.9bn for a hydroelectric and irrigation scheme 
and to upgrade Sri Lanka's main oil refinery, as well as to buy Iranian oil.  
 
Sri Lanka is heavily reliant on Iran for its supplies of crude.  
 
China has also come forward with money for a new port and other projects.  
 
Policy shift  
 
The BBC's Roland Buerk in Colombo says Sri Lanka is slowly turning towards Asian countries 
which offer more donor money than traditional Western allies as well as less criticism over human 
rights.  
 
Foreign Secretary Dr Palitha Kohona told the BBC: "Asians don't hector each other from public 
pulpits. They're more ready with assistance and less ready with gratuitous advice."  
Our correspondent says Sri Lanka has come under pressure from some countries over its human 
rights record as war has resumed with Tamil Tiger rebels fighting for independence in the island's 
north and east.  
 
In March a US state department report accused government forces and allied militias of unlawful 
killing, torture, hostage-taking and extortion with impunity.  
 
Story from BBC NEWS: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/south_asia/7372657.stm 
Published: 2008/04/29 08:17:07 GMT 
 
© BBC MMVIII 
 



 

Iranian president tours oil refinery 
on visit to Sri Lanka�
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Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad held a prayer ceremony with Sri Lanka's Muslim community 
Tuesday and toured an oil refinery his country is helping to expand as he concluded a brief overnight visit 
here.  
 
Iran has pledged US$1.9 billion in soft loans and grants to Sri Lanka to help it expand its only oil refinery, 
develop an irrigation and hydropower project and buy Iranian oil, says the Sri Lankan government.  
 
"The expansion of the relationship between our two countries is not only beneficial to our own countries, it 
also helps the peace and stability of the region," Ahmadinejad said late Monday after meeting Sri Lankan 
President Mahinda Rajapaksa and signing a series of economic agreements.  
 
In a sign of the importance Sri Lanka placed on the visit, state television broadcast all of Ahmadinejad's 
movements live and the government-controlled Daily News called it "epoch-making."  

http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1208870519269&pagename=JPost%2FJPArticle%2FPrinter 
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Reuters 
 
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/COL291743.htm 
 

Iranian president launches Sri Lanka refinery work 
 

29 Apr 2008 06:20:21 GMT  
Source: Reuters By Ranga Sirilal  
 
COLOMBO, April 29 (Reuters) - Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad launched a project to boost the 
capacity of Sri Lanka's main oil refinery on Tuesday, part of a $1.5 billion loan to the government as Iran 
extends its energy ties in South Asia.  
 
Ahmadinejad's visit came as President Mahinda Rajapaksa, increasingly isolated over criticism from 
Western countries about its human rights record in a 25-year-old civil war with Tamil Tiger separatists, 
seeks closer ties with Asian countries.  
 
Ahmadinejad, who visited Pakistan in Monday to seal a $7.6 billion pipeline deal opposed by the United 
States, will travel later on Tuesday to India, which is also interested in the pipeline to feed its booming 
economy. 
 
"We are seeking justice and fair play in the world and Sri Lanka and Iran have agreed to cooperate in all 
spheres for the mutual benefit of each other," Ahmadinejad told reporters late on Monday on his arrival in 
Sri Lanka.  
 
Iran had pledged a $1.5 billion loan to fund a raft of infrastructure projects in Sri Lanka, including boosting 
oil refinery capacity and a 100 megawatt hydropower project.  
 
Hours before Ahmadinejad arrived in Colombo, the national power grid crashed for the second time in a 
month underlining the precarious state of Sri Lanka's infrastructure.  
 
Infrastructure work has been a low priority in the island nation because of the civil war between the state 
and Tamil Tiger rebels that has killed more than 70,000 people.  
 
In Islamabad on Monday, Iran and Pakistan said they had settled all issues relating to plans for the billion-
dollar gas pipeline.  
 
Linking the world's second largest gas reserves to the fast growing South Asian economies, it could be 
completed by 2012.  
 
The pipeline will be top of the agenda when Ahmadinejad travels to India.  
 
It would initially transport 60 million cubic metres of gas (2.2 billion cubic feet) daily to Pakistan and India, 
half for each country, but capacity would be raised later to 150 million cubic metres. (Editing by Alistair 
Scrutton and Sanjeev Miglani)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


